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Graduate programs at the University of Wisconsin-River Falls require the
completion of a minimum of 30 graduate credits. However, each program has its own
requirements which could be as many as 40 graduate credits and culminates with a final
project. The final project differs depending on your selection of the Plan A, Plan B or
Plan C option. The type of final project you choose depends on your program and your
advisor. This handbook describes options available and the standards and procedures
you should follow as you complete your final project. You should discuss these options
and procedures with your advisor.

Evidence of a respectable level of ability in conducting and reporting research
activities is one type of requirement for a graduate degree. This type of research project
may take the form of a Plan A thesis, a Plan B research paper or a Plan B research-
based curriculum project. Communicating goals and expertise after the completion of
course work through the development of a portfolio is an option for students completing a
Plan C (NOTE: Counseling and Reading students should see Appendix A for clarification
of the Plan C option) program. In each case you meet with a three-member
advisory/graduate committee for a two-hour final oral exam to discuss this final project as .
well as other matters pertinent to you, the respective individual student. (See pages 6-7
for details on the graduate committee and setting up the oral exam.) It is your
responsibility to familiarize each of the committee members with your final project well in
advance of the final oral exam. This means that you will have met with and shared
progress toward completion of the final project throughout the process.

This handbook is organized into two sections. The first section, Types of Final
Projects, describes the altemnatives of final projects you may complete as part of your
master's program as (a) Plan A thesis, (b) Plan B research paper or Plan B research-
based curriculum project, and (c) Plan C portfolio. (NOTE: Counseling and Reading
Students should see Appendix A for clarification of the Plan C option special to your
program.) The second section, General Procedures, describes the guidelines you will
need to follow to graduate. The handbook delineates procedures for (a) arrangement of
Plan A and B papers, (b) setting up the advisory committee, and (c) setting up the oral
exam. See Appendices for samples of the forms. All forms are available at the Graduate
Office or you may use the forms in the Appendices.
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Plan A Thesis

The thesis carries from one to four semester credits from the department of
enroliment. These thesis credits can be counted among the 30 graduate semester credits
needed for your master's degree. You must obtain permission from your advisor to
register for thesis credit. Research involving human subjects may need approval from
the Human Subjects Committee. See your advisor for details.

You enroll for the research course for your respective degree plan. Through this
course, you will gain knowledge in framing research questions, collecting data, analyzing
and interpreting data, and summarizing research.

You are responsible for meeting with all three members of your committee
conceming the development of the problem, research progress and results of the thesis
investigation. (See General Procedures for guidelines of the arrangement of the paper.) .

Upon completion of an advisor-approved Plan A thesis, copies are submitted to
the other members of your committee. The thesis will be defended in a two-hour oral
examination. The committee members may suggest revisions that must be made before
the paper is signed by the advisor and committee members and submitted to the
Graduate School and University Archives.

Plan B Research Paper

Students choosing this option complete a minimum of 30 graduate semester
credits in addition to the research paper. The paper may not be part of the graduate
semester credits required for the degree. Research involving human subjects may need
apﬁroval from the Human Subjects Committee. See your advisor for details.

You will develop a research question in the research courses required for the
respective degree plan and in consultation with your advisor. All three committee
members are not required to be involved at this stage of the final project (as required with
a Plan A thesis); however, all committee members may be involved. Collaborative
research projects may also be acceptable, depending upon your program. (See General
Procedures for guidelines of the arrangement of the paper.)

During the process of preparing and completing an advisor-approved Plan B
Paper, you will submit copies to the two other members of the committee. The final paper
will be defended in a two-hour oral examination. The committee members may suggest

2




[image: image3.jpg]revisions that must be made before the paper is signed by the advisor and submitted to
the Graduate School. =
W,J.,,w

Plan esearch-| b of

This option is designed to encourage you to apply research in your particular field
of study through development of a research-based curriculum project. The final project
may not part of the graduate semester credits required for the degree. The curriculum
project includes, in no particular order, the following:

* curriculum/ project statement;

* rationale/purpose of the curriculum;

* specific goals and objectives;

¢ review of the related literature;

* appropriate curriculum materials; and

* assessment plan for evaluating the project.

You are encouraged to pilot the new curriculum project and include the results.

You are expected to develop this curriculum project option in consultation with
your advisor. The other members of your graduate committee may be involved at the
discretion of the advisor.

During the process of preparing and completing an advisor;approved Plan B
curriculum project, you will submit copies to the two other members of the committee. The
final project will be defended in a two-hour oral examination. The committee members
may suggest revisions that must be made before the paper is signed by the advisor and
submitted to the Graduate School.

Plan C

Plan C has two forms: (a) a minimum of 34 credits or (b) @ minimum of 34 credits
with a portfolio.

A minimum of 34 credits. Students selecting Plan C complete a minimum of 34

graduate semester credits. The additional credits should be planned in consultation with
your advisor. You will consult with your advisor to develop a focus which demonstrates
knowledge and understanding gained through course work and classroom experience.
The final oral examination will potentially cover all course work completed.
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General Procedures

Regardless of which option you choose, certain Procedures are followed. This
section describes the structure of Plan A thesis or Plan B research paper. It provides

examination. The conclusion provides appendices of sample cover pages for research
Ppapers, references, and forms required for the oral examination.

A ement of the Thesis or

You should follow the general outline required for the final project as part of the
degree plan and as Presented in the respective required research course. The thesis
and research papers must be word-processed. You should follow the general
outline in this handbook and the most current edition of the Publication Manual of the
American Psychological Association (APA). The Plan A thesis or Plan B paper can be
either a manuscript suitable for submission for publication or a traditional five-chapter
style master's paper. The contents of the thesis or Paper should be arranged as follows:

Introduction. Introductory material for a thesis usually includes a title page (see

to two paragraph introduptidn, consider the following questions: What is the point of the
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[image: image5.jpg]study? How do the hypothesis and the experimental design relate to the problem? What
are the theoretical implications of the study and how does the study relate to previous
work in the area? What are the theoretical propositions tested and how were they
determined? By reading the introduction, the reader should have a sense of what was
done and why. Familiarity with the literature is demonstrated by developing the
background for the topic comprehensively, but is not an exhaustive historical review; this
is referred to as the Literature Review. A scholarly review of earlier work provides an
appropriate history and recognizes the priority of the work of others. Citation of relevant
work is your responsibility as the researcher. Avoid nonessential details; rather,
emphasize pertinent findings, relevant methodological issues and major conclusions.
Demonstrate the logical progression between previous and present work. Develop the
problem sufficiently to make it generally understood by a professional audience.

After the problem is introduced and the literature is reviewed, you describe your
study. This is a one-paragraph statement and serves as the closing of the introduction.
The formal statement of the hypotheses provides clarity to the reader; thus, you should
clearly develop the rationale for each hypothesis within this closing paragraph.

Method. The next section, the Method, describes in detail how the study was
conducted. The method should be clearly described such that others could replicate the
study, if so desired. The Method section is divided into subsections of the participants or
population, the materials, and the procedure. Include in these sections only the
information essential to comprehend and replicate the study. Remember that too little
detail leaves the reader with unanswered questions and too much detail burdens the
reader with irrelevant information. The population sample should be described by sex,
age, and other particular demographic characteristics that are important to the
interpretation of the results, i.e., racial and ethical designation, level of education.
Include the total number of subjects and the number assigned to each experimental
group, if that procedure is selected.

Materials. The Materials section should briefly describe the materials used and
their purpose in the experiment. Identify materials from a commercial supplier, such as
the name of a test. A detailed description of complex equipment or materials may be
included in an appendix. The procedure section summarizes each step in the execution
of the research. Instructions should be summarized or paraphrased. Remember that the
materials section should tell the reader Wwhat was done and how it was done in sufficient
detail that it could be replicated.
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[image: image6.jpg]Results. The Results section summarizes the data collected and the statistical
treatment of the data. First, state the main results or findings. Then report the data in
sufficient detail to justify the conclusions. To report the data, choose the most efficient
means, i.e., table or figure. Provide explanation to make the tables and figures readily
intelligible. When reporting statistics, include sufficient information to help the reader
corroborate the analyses conducted.

After presenting the results, the evaluation and interpretation of the implication
with respect to the original hypothesis can be examined and interpreted, and inferences
can be drawn. Each new statement should contribute to your position and the reader's
understanding of the problem. Shortcomings may be noted; do not explain them away.
In general, respond to the questions of What have | contributed here? How has my
study helped to resolve the original problem? What conclusions and theoretical
implications can | draw from my study?

References. The Reference section generally includes only those references
cited in the text. All citations in the manuscript must be the reference list, and all-
references must be cited in text. The standard citation ensures accuracy, completeness
and utility to other investigators and readers. Sample citation entries are included in
Appendix E.

Appendix. An Appendix is helpful if a detailed description is inappropriate to the
body of the paper. The need for complete documentation dictates the inclusion of
information in appendices. Such documentation may include original scales or
questionnaires and raw data.

Please refer to the the most recent edition of the Publication Manual of the
American Psychological Association for details.

Setting up the Graduate/Advisory Committee

Your graduate committee is composed of your advisor plus two other members of
the graduate faculty who share interest or expertise in your final research, curriculum
project or focus area. One member of the committee is from outside your program. While
the Graduate Office may assign faculty to the committees, you, in consultation with your
advisor, may request faculty members to serve on the committee.
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exam and no later than four weeks before the end of the semester in which you plan to
graduate. Sample forms are found in Appendices F and G.
You must also obtain a completion form to bring to the oral examination. Sample





