
Addition and subtraction word problem types 

Add To* or Join† Result Unknown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Add To* or Join† Change 
Unknown 
 

Add To* or Join† Start Unknown 
 

Take From* or Separate† Result 
Unknown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Take From* or Separate† Change 
Unknown 
 

Take From* or Separate† Start 
Unknown 
 

Part-Part-Whole, Whole 
Unknown† or Put Together/Take 
Apart Total Unknown* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Part-Part-Whole, Part Unknown† 
or Put Together/Take Apart 
Addend Unknown* 
 

Put Together/Take Apart Both 
Addends Unknown* 
 

Compare, Difference Unknown *† 
 

Compare, Compared Quantity 
Unknown† 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Compare, Referent Unknown† 
 

 

† Cognitively Guided Instruction labels 

* Common Core Standards labels 


