Early Fraction Work Assignment
1. In the video demonstration of adding fractions with the same denominator, I chose a pair of fractions to add whose sum:
· was more than 1 (so children would exchange to make a mixed number)

· had  a fractional amount that, after converting to make a mixed number, could be simplified (2/4 = 1/2)

Make up 3 more fraction addition problems that have the same properties.

Choose one of your problems, and draw out the steps a child would follow in solving the problem. (If you were drawing out what I did for the problem in the video, you would want to show the step with 1 set of 3 fourths and 1 set of 7 fourths, then you would show the step where 4 fourths are grouped and exchanged for 1, and finally the step where you show that 2/4 is exchanged for 1/2). I recommend, but can’t think of a way of putting it into the assignment, that you solve each of your problems with the manipulatives to familiarize yourself with the process.
2. In the article: From Students' Problem Solving Strategies to Connections in Fractions, students are solving a problem about sharing brownies, where the final answer is a number of fourths of a brownie.  In this case, students solved the problem in several ways, leading to equivalent solutions of:
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Write two similar sharing problems, with sharing among 6 people.  Write a problem where the simplified answer is 
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, and another problem where the simplified answer is a number of halves.  Show the numbers and diagrams for 3 solutions to each problem.  
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