Watch Thinking Mathematically Video 2.1  and answer the questions:
1. A kindergartner solves the problem 4+5=__+3.

What does he understand about the equal sign?

2. What strategies does he use to compute his answer?

Watch Thinking Mathematically Video 2.3 and answer the question:
3. A fourth-grade teacher has her first discussion of the equal sign with her students. ... Note how the equal sign appears in different places in the different number sentences.  Why does the teacher pose the specific number sentences she does? [Include at least 4 specific examples of number sentences, and your explanation of why the teacher might have chosen each one at that point in the discussion.]
